Welcome to the Chi Alpha Small Group Notes!  

As you prepare for your small group session, here are a few reminders and thoughts for the small group facilitator... 
Keep small group goals and values at the forefront of your small group’s focus.

Small group Goals:
Loving God, Loving one another, Loving those who don’t know Him    

Small group Values: 
Jesus at the center, Every member in ministry, Every member to maturity, Small groups that multiply, Small groups are communities, Small groups are safe places 

Small Group Structure:

The four W’s are a helpful way of keeping the small group session on track.  Welcome, Worship, Word and Witness describe the four parts and are interchangeable in sequence and time. 

The ‘what now?’ section at the end of each small group lesson provides a hands-on application/challenge to leave your small group members with at the end of a small group session. 

These notes provide more than enough information to cover in one small group session.  You are under no compulsion to use all of it or cover every scripture/question.  In prepping for your session, use these notes as your foundation, but make adjustments according to your small group time frames, your small group members’ individual growth and maturity in the Lord, and according to where the small group is in its small group cycle.  

You may find it helpful to create and hand out a ‘modified Small Group Notes’ page to each small group member at the beginning of a session. By creating a ‘Small Group Notes’ page, you allow everyone an opportunity follow along and take notes during the meeting and you can pass on information that may be tough to communicate verbally.   (Refer to the samples provided in your starter pack.) 

Since the small group will contain people from diverse Christian backgrounds and people at different levels of maturity in their walk with the Lord, it is important when conducting the small group session, that everyone be allowed to be him or herself (especially in the area of prayer).  Though the goal is for everyone to contribute and be involved, be sensitive to a small group member who may be new in the Lord or has yet to make a full commitment to the Lord.  Make adjustments as are necessary without compromising the overall small group goals and values.    

As you go through this material, please remember to have wisdom over female/male relationships. We want to encourage loving, trusting and open friendships, but there need to be appropriate guidelines in the group. Smaller group sharing is probably better done in single sexes (i.e. women in one group and men in another) and praying should always be men for men and women for women, or mixed, but not a man for a woman or vice versa!)

In keeping the small group values central to small group life, as new individuals join your group later in the semester, have them work through the Starter Pack one-on-one modules with a small group member outside the weekly small group session.  

Small group Community:

Small group life does not revolve around small group sessions alone.  It is extremely important that you are developing a small group that lives on friendship and evangelism.  Incorporate family events and friendship events into your small group calendar and occasionally do something more “outward looking” in lieu of or at the end of the weekly small group session.

Prayer is evangelism and is key for living out the value of multiplication.  Do not allow it to become an “if we have time at the end” part of the weekly small group meeting. 

Pray daily for your small group members.
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