
the nature and character of god

introduction

FACILITATOR:  Our depth of faith, our level of commitment to God, and our ability to trust Him, are all dependant on our understanding of who He is, and our right response to Him.

God is so wonderful, so perfect, so holy, so good, and He wants us to know and understand Him.

In Jeremiah 9:23-24, God tells us to boast that we know and understand Him. Over the next four sessions we will look at God’s nature, the essence of his being; what it means when we say God is personal, and then we will look at God’s character.

1: god’s nature

welcome

SMALL GROUP:  If I could change one thing about myself, it would be…
worship & word

God’s Natural Attributes

FACILITATOR:  There are six specific attributes of God to look at this week. Depending on the number of people in your small group, give each person one of the points below to look at, with the relevant Bible verse.  (The comments underneath each point are there to help you in your discussion.)

Take ten minutes of quiet for each person to reflect on their respective attribute – encourage people to  write things down to help the mental juices flow!   Based on the attribute each member has, ask them to answer the following: 

“Because God is (name the attribute), it means that _______________.”

1. God is infinite. In every one of his attributes, He is infinite. We cannot put boundaries on

God. He is limitless in all that He is. The Bible says He is unsearchable. Ps.145:3 (NASB)

2. God is all-powerful. Jer.32:17 -19. He is the only one in the whole universe with all power. The scriptures tell us to look at the heavens to see the power of God. If we study the Solar System and look at our sun, we begin to see the incredible power of God. The sun is 93 million miles away from the earth. If an airplane could travel to the sun, traveling at 1000mph it would take over ten years to get there! Our second nearest star, Sirius is 50 million, million miles away from earth, and 40 times brighter than our sun. When we think about these things, we see the enormity of God, and His infinite power. Nothing is too difficult for God. He has all power; but has chosen to limit his power in one way - by creating human beings with free will. In the normal course of events, God will not use His power to override humanity’s free will.

3. God has all knowledge. His understanding has no limit. Ps.147:5. God knows everything that is knowable. Not only does He understand all about science and math, and everything like that, He also knows the secrets of our hearts. Ps.44:21.

4. God is everlasting, eternal. God never had a beginning, and He will never end. He is the only uncreated being in the universe. Everything else has had a beginning, but God has always existed. In fact, God is the source of all being. Ps.90:2.

5. God is everywhere present. God is spirit, and He fills the heavens and the earth. The Bible says that his eyes are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good.  Prov.15:3. Ps 139:7-10 are wonderful verses explaining this attribute of God.

6. God is a trinity of personal, spiritual beings. Each member of the Godhead is God (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit). They have different functions, and do different things 
(ex. Only the Son came down to earth to die-but they are absolutely one (united) in purpose.)
FACILITATOR:  After everyone has shared, ask the group the following questions.

SMALL GROUP:  Do these natural attributes of God alone qualify God to be the best ruler of the universe? In other words, what if a being with these incredible abilities was evil, not loving?

As a group, pray specifically based on the attribute each person has shared about. Give God honor for who He is, and thank Him that He is each of those attributes discussed.
witness

FACILITATOR:  Ask the small group members to share, who among their acquaintances and friends, are the ones they think are most likely to come to Christ: those who have shown an interest. Pray for them by name, that the Spirit of God will move on them week by week throughout the rest of the semester.

what now?

SMALL GROUP:  In one of your prayer times with the Lord this week, make it entirely a time of thanking him for his attributes.  Ask for forgiveness for any times you’ve failed to recognize these attributes as he works in your life.
Pick two of the attributes from this lesson and commit to memory one of the scripture verses that was used in correlation with the attribute.

2: god is personal

welcome

FACILITATOR:  Ask if anyone fulfilled the challenge from last week’s “what now?” section of committing to memory one of the scripture verses that was used in correlation with an attribute.  Have those that did memorize a verse, share it with the group.
If time permits, go around and ask each person which attribute from last week “stuck” with them.  Is there one in particular that they thought about or prayed through this past week?  
worship

SMALL GROUP:  Share a time in your life when you have seen a specific answer to prayer - a demonstration that God is interested and working in people in this day and age. Spend some time in prayer thanking God for who He is.

word

FACILITATOR:  Discuss the following as a group: If we are not like God in His nature, what does the verse in Genesis mean when God says “let us make humanity in our image”?

Psychologists tell us that personality is made up of three elements - mind, will and emotions. God is a personal God. He has an incredible mind, He makes choices and decisions, and He experiences emotions - all in an infinite manner.

Go through these three aspects of God in whichever way you want:

1. God’s mind. God knows everything! What greater mind could you ever have? He has a memory, He remembers everything (though if we confess our sins, He forgives them, and chooses not to hold them against us any more). He has the greatest imagination in the world. Just think of His imagination - when we look at His creation, and see the amazing variety of flowers, birds, insects and trees - we can see the most exciting imagination at work. And God can use His imagination to come up with hundreds of new ideas for each one of us. No problem is too big for God to come up with a new idea to solve it. God reasons with us.

SMALL GROUP:  He communicates, gives reasons for why we should do things, and because He is so wise and knows what is best for us, He expects us to obey. Knowing this, what do you think your reaction should be?

2. God experiences emotions. In Gen.6:5-6, we read that “it grieved God that He had created people” and that “His heart was filled with pain”. So often God is accused of not caring about the suffering in the world - but the Bible is so clear that He does care, and He grieves for those who are suffering. Many, many verses in the Bible talk about God’s sorrow and grief. Other verses talk about God experiencing great joy and delight (Zeph.3:17). Yet other verses talk about God experiencing the emotions of compassion, or anger.

SMALL GROUP:  As human beings, we have the amazing capacity of either bringing great joy to the heart of God, or causing Him sorrow. What will it be in your life?

3. God makes decisions. God chooses and acts. The Bible is the story of God’s interactions with human beings in history. We see him choosing a king - Saul, but regretting that He had done so. He told the prophet Samuel that He was sorry that He had chosen Saul, and that He had rejected Him. He then chose a new king - David.

If we look at the passage in 2Kings 20:1-6, we see how God told King Hezekiah that it was time for him to put his house in order, because he was going to die. Hezekiah wept and prayed, asking God to let him live a little longer. God answered his prayer, and he lived another fifteen years.

SMALL GROUP:  If we really believe that God works with us, that our prayers can really make a difference, and that we can change the course of history through our prayers, what difference does that make to our prayer-life and to our relationship with God?

FACILITATOR:  We are not like God in His Nature, but we have been created in His image by also having personality like His. We too have a mind, with the ability to reason, remember, imagine and dream, and we are able to experience emotions, like God; and we have the ability to make decisions. God has given us the incredible gift of a free will - with the possibility of choosing our destiny.

SMALL GROUP:  Share with the group a time in your life when you have experienced God being a personal God. When you have caught a glimpse of His emotions, understood how He feels about us and what

His Will is for us. He has given us free will but ultimately His Will for our lives is best. 
Pray for each other that you will have understanding of God’s personal nature and that you will know His will for your life and be able to obey it.

witness

FACILITATOR:  Ask the small group to describe four things they think hold their friends back from making a decision for Jesus. Spend 10 minutes praying and asking God to break down those reservations so that their friends can see Jesus as He really is and Christianity as it really is.

what now?

SMALL GROUP:  Based on the four things you described as holding your friends back from making a decision for Jesus, spend time this week searching the Scriptures and finding promises of God or answers to those things.  Pray for opportunities to share with your friends these truths. 

3: god’s character 1

introduction

FACILITATOR:  1 John 4:16 tells us that God is love. This is absolutely central to all that God is.

GOD IS LOVE. Even before God created the world, and people, God loved. The Father, Son and

Holy Spirit have always loved each other, and lived in the most beautiful loving relationship with one another. Over the next two weeks we will look at many of the attributes of God’s character, but they are all actually attributes of love.

welcome

SMALL GROUP:  Did you lose your patience with someone last week?  Is God calling you to love that person more?

worship

FACILITATOR:  Go around and have everyone fill in the blank.

By the end of this semester, God wants me to look more/less__________ on the inside.

(ex. more patient, less angry, more focused…)

After everyone has completed the sentence, ask everyone to find one or two scripture verses that relate to how God does or doesn’t want them to look. (Promises they can hold onto or commands they need to follow…) Spend time in prayer using the scripture verses for the basis of your prayers worshipping God for His changing power.

word

FACILITATOR:  Divide the small group into four groups and ask each to look at the following aspects of God’s character using the suggested questions. Once everyone is done, have each group feedback to the larger group. 
SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY:  Discuss the assigned aspects of God’s character using these questions…  

-What does the Bible say about this point?

-What relevance does it have for us in our own situations?

-What response do we want to make?
Group 1: Love There are many aspects to love, and God speaks of many different kinds of love in the Bible. The first one is the unconditional kind of love, the kind of love that chooses the highest good for someone at all times. That is what God does. He always chooses the highest good for us at all times. This is not just an emotional feeling. It is an unchanging choice.

God shows us a belonging kind of love, by being a Father to us. He tells us that He wants to love us as friends, and then, most amazing of all, He asks us to come in to the most intimate of all relationships - He wants His church to be His bride.

Of course, the greatest way in which God has shown His love to us is through allowing His son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to lay down His life for us on the Cross; the greatest act of sacrificial love ever.

Group 2:  Faithfulness God is faithful. He is totally committed to us. He has promised to be with us at all times, never to leave us or forsake us. This is His faithfulness. We may suffer, or go through hard times, but He will be with us to help us through every situation. He is unchanging – always the same in His nature and character.

Group 3: Righteousness God is righteous. This simply means that God always does what is right.

Because He knows everything, and does everything out of a motive of love, everything that God does is right. God loves righteousness because when people live rightly, there is peace, security and happiness. That is what God intended for mankind, and He loves to see people living in that way.
Group 4: Justice God is just. In Psalm 33:5, the Bible tells us that God loves justice. Justice has two meanings. The one meaning of justice is fairness. The other dictionary definition of justice is “the exercise of authority in the maintenance of right”. We have already seen that God loves righteousness, and in order for God to maintain righteousness, He sometimes needs to step into the world in justice - in order to maintain right. We see this at the time of the flood, and in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. We also know that one day there will be a final day of judgment too. But wonderfully the Bible says that the judge of the whole earth will do right. We need have no fear of that day, if we have dealt with the sin in our lives. 

FACILITATOR:  God has the power to step in and stop all the suffering, but there are only two ways he can deal with man’s selfishness. The one way is to wipe out mankind again, or the other way is to work to change man’s heart from selfishness to love. This is what he is doing, and our responsibility as Christians is to work with him to accomplish this – to see mankind turn from selfishness to a God and others centered life.

SMALL GROUP:  Think of some examples in your own life when God has shown you one of the attributes of His love. Each person share one story within your smaller groups then pray for each other. Is there anything in particular from this week’s meeting that you would like to be prayed for?

witness

SMALL GROUP:  Take time to feedback how our friends are and if we have had any opportunities to talk to them about Jesus or to demonstrate His love.  Pray from the comments that are made.
what now?

SMALL GROUP:  In the worship section we each identified an area we believe the Lord is spurring us to grow. (The Lord wants me to look more or less ___________.)  This week, take action in this specific area.  Maybe there are scriptures you need to commit to memory regarding your particular area of growth or maybe there is repentance and reconciliation that needs to happen.  Begin now to take steps of obedience…don’t wait!          
4: god’s character 2

welcome

FACILITATOR:  Go around the group and take turns calling out either a name of the Lord or a word to describe His character working through the alphabet.  Have the group start with A and systematically work through the alphabet to Z.  
(ex. A – Almighty God, B – Beginning and the End, C – Comforter, D – Deliverer…and so on to Z) 

Write down the words on a large sheet of paper as people say them.  
worship

FACILITATOR:  Based on the words you listed from the welcome section, spend time in praise and worship to the Lord for who He is.    
word

FACILITATOR:  This material is following on from last week where we looked at four aspects of God’s character. In a similar manner to before divide the small group into five groups and ask each to look at the following aspects of God’s character using the suggested questions. Once everyone is done, have each group feedback to the larger group. 

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY:  Discuss the assigned aspects of God’s character using these questions…  

-What does the Bible say about this point?

-What relevance does it have for us in our own situations?

-What response do we want to make?
Group 1:  Mercy God is merciful. In other words, God is a forgiving God. Micah 7:18-19. Once again, the whole Bible is full of the truth that God is a God who is quick to forgive, that He doesn’t hold our wrongdoings against us, but that He chooses to forgive us. The parable of the prodigal son is a wonderful example of what God is really like. He is like a Father, longing for the return of a lost child, and fully forgiving that child, and not holding anything against Him. What an amazing God.

Through the death of Jesus on the cross, Jesus has made it possible for us to come back into a relationship with the Father – a relationship that we broke by going our own ways of selfishness.

The cross is the place where justice and mercy meet.

Group 2: Truth God is truth. John 14:6. Jesus said “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Modern philosophers say that truth is not knowable, therefore there can be no absolutes, but God says that you “will know the truth and the truth will set you free”. We can know God, and we can know what truth is, by revelation of the Holy Spirit. The Oxford Dictionary says that truth is what is in accordance with reality. God says that He is truth, therefore He is ultimate reality - nothing is more real than God! He is totally pure, and the Bible says that God is light, in Him is no darkness at all. The Bible, the inspired word of God, is also truth.

Group 3: Patience God is patient. 2 Peter 3:9 talks about God’s patience. God is patient with all of us, like an earthly father with a small child. Time after time in our lives God is patient with our imperfections, and patiently reminds us of His ways. In many places in the Bible it says that God is slow to anger, again speaking of His patience. So often we have a wrong picture of God, thinking that He is just waiting with a big stick to hit us if we do something wrong - but the Bible tells us that is not how God is. He is incredibly patient with us.

Group 4:  Wisdom God is wise. Rom.11:33. A definition of wisdom is “the loving use of knowledge”.

Many people in the world today have amazing knowledge, but they do not use that knowledge lovingly, or for the good of society, therefore they are not wise. God’s wisdom is without measure. He tells us that if we lack wisdom then we can ask Him to give it to us, and He does.
Group 5: Holy   God is holy. Holiness is conforming your actions to what you know is right. God is holy because He knows everything, and always conforms His actions to what He knows is right. The sum total of God’s character is the picture of a Holy God.  A God who at all times chooses to be totally loving, faithful, righteous, just, merciful, truthful and wise and who never changes in who He is.

FACILITATOR:  We have said previously that we are not like God in His nature, but Romans 8:29 tells us that God’s plan for us is that we become conformed to the image of His Son. That means that God is at work in us to make us like Him - conformed to His character. God also says that we are to be holy as He is holy. 2 Corinthians 3:18 is the key to this. That verse tells us that if we look at God, as in a mirror, then as we look at Him, He will change us to be like Him, by the working of the Holy Spirit. This is the key to our holiness - getting to know Him more. As we know what He is like, by revelation of the Holy Spirit, that same Holy Spirit changes us to be like Him – conformed to His likeness. Then the world can see what God is like – reflected in His children on earth.

SMALL GROUP: One person in the group summarize the past four sessions.

How has your thinking about who God is developed through the sessions?
SMALL GROUP:  Pray that a fresh revelation of God’s love will revolutionize our lives. Pray for one another that we may understand more and receive a great outpouring of God’s love.

witness

FACILITATOR:  One thing we want to do in small groups is remember that our witness and our work extends to the work place. If you have people in your small group who work, ask those persons what some of the ethical and moral issues are that they face in the workplace. (If no one has a job, choose somebody who knows what their future job may be and who has some idea of their career.) Spend five minutes together discussing some of the difficult scenarios that these people are facing or might be presented with. Then pray for everyone in the small group as they go on into the workplace in the years ahead; that they would see it as a place of salt and light mission where they are working for the fulfillment of the purposes of God.
what now?
SMALL GROUP:  This week in your prayer time, call out the names of the Lord or words to describe His character.  (Do the ABC’s from this welcome/worship time and commit to memory as many as you can!)  Let Him know that you desire to know Him more so that He will ultimately be reflected in you to the world (whether it be among your roommates, in class, among co-workers, or family)!

Commit 2 Corinthians 3:18 to memory.     
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