
money
introduction

FACILITATOR: This next four-pack looks at the subject of money. It is an issue that can make us feel guilty if we have it and equally guilty if we haven’t! Yet, it is vital that we come to grips with it. Every day we will be earning, saving, giving or worrying about it. No wonder then that there are some 2350 verses on money in the Bible (compared to 500 on both prayer and faith) and that two-thirds of Jesus’ parables refer to it. There is no doubt the Bible views money and possessions as a very important subject for us to face. Our attitudes regarding both are an integral part of our relationship with God. Indeed, Jesus sees giving as being as important as prayer and fasting (Matthew 6:1-18). Christianity is no self-obsessed religion, concerned only with individual piety, but a holistic faith that sees everything we do, including what we do with our wallets, as part of following Jesus.

1: the biblical principles of handling money

FACILITATOR:  Our culture is obsessed with money and possessions and getting as much as we can of both. All of us using this material have been brought up as part of that culture and it can be easy for us to be blind to our own cultural conditioning. As Christians, we want to be people who are following God’s values and not the world’s, and so our session this week aims to provide a good foundational understanding of the Bible’s teaching in this area. If we can gain a good grasp of what the Bible says, it will greatly help us in the following weeks. Therefore, we are starting our four-pack on money by having a good look at what the Bible says about it.

welcome

FACILITATOR: You will need an easel and a marker board with markers for this activity. Prior to the meeting write down instances in the Bible (parables, stories, miracles, events, etc.) on small pieces of paper. Include instances related to money. Place those pieces of paper in a bowl. Divide the group into two teams and decide which team will go first. Have a representative of that team pick a piece of paper from the bowl without showing anyone. Have that person draw the instance on the white board. The individual’s team must guess what is being drawn within 1 minute (you may choose to adjust time). If the team guesses correctly, that team gets a point. It is now the other team’s turn. Continue this activity for the allotted time, making sure both teams have the same amount of turns. The winning team may receive a prize. 

worship

SMALL GROUP:  Think of all the things you have that money can’t buy and take time to thank God for them all.

word

FACILITATOR: Use this Word section to do a Bible study together on money and possessions. There are four main areas at which to look - the Old Testament laws, the Prophets, Jesus, and the Early Church - and it is up to you how you want to do that. For example, you could break people into four groups to have a look at one area each and then come together to give feedback, or you could stay together and work through the areas as a group.

Either way, here are a few references to help you get going:

1. The Old Testament laws:

Read Deut. 19:14; Deut. 27:17; Lev. 25; Deut. 14&15; Exodus 22:25-27.

2. The Prophets:

Read Isa. 2:7-8; Jer. 7:4; Ez. 22:29; Amos 6:46; Micah 3:11; Isa. 58:6-7; Jer.9:23-24.

3. Jesus:

Read Matt. 6:1-4, 19-34; Luke 19:1-10; Luke 21:1-4.
4. The Early Church:

Read Acts 2:42-47 and 4:32-35; 1 Cor.16:1-2; 2 Cor.8 & 9; James 2 and 5:1-6.

SMALL GROUP:  Finally, think of ways that you can apply what you have learned today to your own life and pray for one another that you will each find opportunities to do so.

witness

SMALL GROUP:  Who are the friends you are praying for?

Remind one another and then pray together.  Consider standing in a circle and facing outward as you pray as a physical representation of your small group’s desire to do evangelism out of this group. 
what now?

SMALL GROUP:  Develop a chart with three columns. In the first column, write what you know about money and its biblical principles. In the second column, write what you would like to know about money. Bring this chart with you to the following sessions. In the third column, write down what you have learned about the things that you wanted to know. On the back of your chart, make any notes for further reference. Meet with a leader one-on-one to discuss any specific money issues you may have. 

2: living in a materialistic world

introduction

FACILITATOR:  At our last meeting we began to look at money and in particular what Biblical teaching there was on the subject. As Christians we are to be ‘in the world but not of it’. Many in the west today obviously worship money and possessions and may even use other people to get more of them.

This is obviously contrary to Jesus’ teaching, so how should we as Christians live in our consumerist world?

welcome

FACILITATOR:  Create a recipe for materialism. Distribute 5x7 cards or pre-made recipe cards to each individual and have them make a recipe card, listing all the ingredients and how materialism is prepared and served. You may choose to have them work in groups.
Alternate idea:

Have each person bring a magazine or two. Provide construction paper, scissors, and glue for this project. Have individuals (or small groups) make a collage that represents materialism in today’s world by cutting out pictures and gluing them on the construction paper. Share the collages with the rest of the group.

worship

FACILITATOR:  These worship sessions are to help us focus on Jesus. What does it mean for you personally for Jesus to be at the center of your life? Use whatever is said to help you bring Jesus into the center of your small group today. Use the 7-Up format (refer to the Fusion Training Manual) for worship in this session.
word

FACILITATOR:  Spend time discussing the following questions and points.  Encourage everyone to take part in sharing.

SMALL GROUP:  Just who or what are you worshipping?

FACILITATOR:  Have everyone think for a moment about our society today.

-What values does it hold?

-Why do you think the lottery is so popular?

-Why is the “right” designer label so important?

-Why do you think our society has gone down this particular route?

SMALL GROUP: Go round the group and each share what living in today’s consumer society means to you; what is important to you and why? (You may refer to the collages that were made.)
SMALL GROUP:  Why do we hold these values?

FACILITATOR: Children born today will see a million advertisements by the time they’re twenty-one. We are also the product of our parents, our background and our education. Discuss how much this can influence us and how it can lead to our adopting, almost subconsciously, worldly values.

SMALL GROUP:  Go round the group again and find out what or who most influenced each of us as we were growing up to produce the attitudes we have today towards money and possessions.

FACILITATOR:  Read Luke 12:15–21 together then complete the activity and answer the questions.
Go round the group and look at this passage carefully. Look at the number of times the words “I”, “my” and “mine” are used.

SMALL GROUP:  What does this say about selfishness, greed and lack of consideration for others?

Why, as Christians, are selfish actions seen as foolish?

Discuss personally what your faith means to you with regard to money and possessions.

-Are you aware of any areas with which you struggle?

-Are you a shop-a-holic?

-Could you last a term (or a year!) without buying any clothes or shoes or the latest gadget?

Take some time to pray for one another for the areas that have been discussed.

witness

SMALL GROUP:  What are some of the things in our materialistic world that hold our friends back from knowing

Jesus. How can we show them the reality of a life centered on him? Pray for your friends in the

light of your discussion.

Children born today will see a million advertisements by the time they’re twenty-one

what now?

SMALL GROUP:  Challenge yourself to go a given amount of time (maybe one month, a semester or even longer) without buying any clothes or shoes or the latest gadget or even the latest CD.  Consider your spending habits…are there areas of spending that are unrestrained in your life?  Are there areas that are a stumbling block from knowing Jesus to the fullest?  Make yourself accountable this week to a partner with whom you can share your thoughts and pray.
3: giving

introduction

FACILITATOR:  We continue to look at the various aspects of using money God’s way, and in this session we are focusing on the question of giving. This is always a subject that gets Christians hot under the collar with interminable debates about whether we are now under “grace” and no longer need to tithe, whether tithing should be based on gross or net income, etc.  Giving is certainly related to priorities. Perhaps God does not look so much at what we give rather at what we keep for ourselves. Now that’s a thought that can make us all feel uncomfortable!

welcome

FACILITATOR:  As a group, play the “I’ve Never” game.
Object of the Game: To be the last person still in the game. 


Items Needed: Several items to use as tokens. (A deck of cards, pieces of paper, or marbles work well as tokens.) 


Preparation: Hand out the same number of tokens to each person. Usually ten per person works best. 

Directions: Have everyone sit in a circle around the room. Start with one person and then go in order around the circle over and over until the game is over with only one person left with one or more tokens. Have each person, when it is their turn, say something they have never done (or had done to them), but which they think or know others in the circle have. All those in the circle who have done what the person names must put one token in the center of the circle. Once someone turns in their last token they are out of the game. 

worship

SMALL GROUP:  In our last Word section we looked at the parable of the rich fool who based his life on the present rather than on the eternal.  Matthew 6:20 teaches us to store up treasure in heaven. How exciting that there are treasures in heaven for us! What might some of those be? Praise God for them.

word

FACILITATOR:  Work through the following information, questions and scripture passages as a group.

As a nation, and individually, we are cutting back on our giving in real terms, especially to the church. Ask the group to come up with a list of reasons as to why this is happening. Are they justifiable?

SMALL GROUP:  Do you know people or families whose use of money you respect?  Without mentioning specific names, tell the group about them.

FACILITATOR:  In a recent survey carried out by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, over 95% of respondents said that they found offensive any questioning about how they spent the money they had available to them and about whether the choices they were making could be improved upon.

SMALL GROUP:  Would you put yourself in that 95%?

FACILITATOR:  Wesley (and others too) said that every Christian needs two conversions - one of the heart and one of the wallet. How we spend “our” money is an acid test as to our priorities. How we handle our money influences our fellowship with the Lord. There are 2,350 verses on how to handle money and possessions.

SMALL GROUP:  What were Jesus’ priorities in this area? 
Look at how Jesus’ priorities compare with your own, and then discuss changes that you could begin to make. In the light of your answer to the previous question, don’t be afraid to get personal!

SMALL GROUP:  Read the story of the widow’s mite in Luke 21 and read 1Corinthians 16:1- 2.

Look at the key points to which Paul refers. He makes it quite clear that everyone should give, that it should be a priority, and that it should bear relation to one’s income.

SMALL GROUP:  What can we learn from these two passages for how we should give today?

FACILITATOR:  Consider together this quote from Stuart Murray:

“Tithing is simply not radical enough for the kingdom of God. Costly decisions are needed that will involve living more simply, moving into smaller houses and into run-down neighborhoods, redistributing resources across the world church, investing capital as well as income in kingdom projects, being and preaching good news to the poor. Becoming rich honestly is no barrier to following Jesus, but retaining wealth in a world of poverty, hunger and suffering surely is. Discipleship that is truly Jesus centered cannot be content with tithing. Restoration of New Testament Christianity will involve a much more radical approach.”1
(You may want to have the quote typed to hand out.) 
SMALL GROUP:  What is your response to what Stuart says? Do you agree?

FACILITATOR:  As you discuss together, please be aware that while many would agree that tithing is not the model to be taught, we must not ‘throw out the baby with the bathwater’. It can be easy to feel intellectually radical for throwing tithing out and yet be no more generous or less legalistic by doing so. In other words it is worth remembering that most of the revenue that comes into those churches that are growing comes into churches which do practice regular tithing. If we decide to reject a model of tithing (in terms of a strict 10%) then we must provide an alternative practical model which people can follow.

SMALL GROUP:  How will you begin to put into practice what you have been talking about?

Look together at areas into which you could be giving, whether individually or as a group (ex. your local church, your home church, Fusion, local, national and international organizations). Pray together that God will use the money that you each have for his purposes.

witness

SMALL GROUP:  Think of some of the causes about which you feel passionate. Pray for ways to talk about these to others, and explain their importance to you.

what now?

SMALL GROUP:  Take a look at your checkbook or bank statements this week. On what items do you spend the most money? This is an indication of what you deem important. Make it a priority to set aside some money for giving to your church or to someone in need.
1 From an unpublished paper entitled, “Tithing: Biblically Non-Christian?”

4: dealing with debt and credit

introduction

FACILITATOR:  In the last three sessions, we have looked at aspects of money which are important for Christians to be considering throughout their lifetime. In this last session, we are dealing with something that could be affecting you quite seriously right now – the problems of credit and debt.

The student hardship survey in 1998 showed that 75% of students are in debt and most students would confess to struggling in this area which has only been exacerbated by student loans and national banks. The incentives given to undergraduates to join a particular bank on starting college are appealing, but measly, compared to the loan and interest repayments they will incur in the years after graduation. As the average student debt is expected to double over the next few years. Many of you will be starting your working life with significant debt.  Does this matter, and does it affect the way you handle your money on a day by day basis?

welcome

FACILITATOR:  Ask each person if they would be willing to share if they are in debt and how they found themselves in debt or how they avoided it.
worship

FACILITATOR:  Take five to ten minutes as a group just sitting in silence, encouraging people to focus on God in whatever way they find helpful. When it’s appropriate to move on, ask people to share how they found that time and if God has been speaking to them, and then worship God together.

word

FACILITATOR:  In America today, there is a debt epidemic. The average American has 7 credit cards, owing an average of $2,500 per card. 60 million Americans charge an average of $6,000 on credit cards every year. The number of credit card holders who declared bankruptcy in 2004 is 1.3 million.

SMALL GROUP: Why do you think people borrow so much?  What ideas or methods do you have to keep your borrowing sensible?
SMALL GROUP:  Debt leads to all sorts of emotions as well as being the major cause of relationship breakdown. It also causes family problems, stress, illness and sadly, even suicide. 
As a group make a list of the range of emotions that people may feel when they are deeply in debt.

FACILITATOR:  Read Matthew 18:21-35 together.
Debt and forgiveness go very much hand in hand. Discuss if it is right that debt be cansmall grouped or if Christians should file bankruptcy, and if so why?

Today there are very few jobs that people have for life. Yet when we take out credit, we are making assumptions that we will be able to repay our debts out of future income. With a total of 1.2 billion credit and retail cards in North America, it is very easy to borrow, but not so easy to repay!

SMALL GROUP: Discuss in groups of twos or threes about the experiences you have in getting credit and whether you feel it is too easy to get over-committed.  Responsibility with money isn’t the ‘normal  conversation’ among college students, but take time now to talk about your individual financial situations. 
Here are some questions and points that might help:

-When you take out a student loan, how do you think you will repay it?

-Are you spending it wisely?

-To whom do you owe money at the moment?

-Are there any excesses in your life that mean you are getting more into debt?

(Remember that yesterday’s luxuries quickly become today’s necessities.) 

In your smaller groups, think creatively as to any ways you can avoid getting into too much debt. Are there any of you who know that you are struggling to make ends meet with your finances and are getting yourselves into debt problems?  Take the plunge to let people know about it now.

Pray for one another and encourage anyone who has talked of their own debt problems to seek financial counseling.
witness

SMALL GROUP: Last week we looked at the topic of giving. John 3:16 talks about the supreme gift of Jesus.  Pray for those you know who live under great financial debt and pressures.  Keep praying that they will come to know the gift of Jesus and the freedom only he can bring.  
what now?

Edgar Hoover said, “a budget tells your money where to go, otherwise you wonder where it went”!

SMALL GROUP:  Do you know exactly how much money you have, what you spend, what you save and what you give away? A budget basically looks at how much money we have coming in each month/term; what our necessary outgoings are each month/term, and helps us to live within our means and give as generously as we can. If you do not already do so, consider getting together with someone else from your small group and the two of you each helping the other devise a monthly budget. Meet up from time to time to see how you are both doing.

Plan to limit your number of credit cards to a minimum, or reduce the balance of your existing credit cards. Attempt to pay off your credit cards at the end of each period (month). Put your written budget into action.
If you are still having difficulties with finances, contact someone who can help you. Ask your small group leader or pastor for further resources.

Much of this material has been written by Credit Action, the Christian money education charity. Their director, Keith Tondeur, is a popular speaker at churches and conferences and in addition is frequently called upon to comment on money issues by the national media. Credit Action produce a wide range of books, both Christian and secular, about money and materialism.
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